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tive Frenchmen or Germans speaking perfect French. In 
England, the propaganda took a different tack, and from 
September to May millions of English and French soldiers 
listened to Lord Haw Haw and Paul Ferdonnet prove 
that they were fighting for nothing. 

How efficient this invisible weapon can be is evidenced 
by “The Link,” an English fifth column of English 
Fascists meeting regularly in London. It can be positively 
stated that this organization owes more to radio than to 
any other single factor. When Fascist Sir Oswald Mosley 
visited Paris as a member of the British fencing team at 
the world’s championship a number of years ago, he was 
wined and dined by the radio executives of the govern- 
ment radio agencies of France, Italy, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany, and, strangely enough, Denmark, and also by 
the owners of several of the few commercial stations on 
the Continent. 

The importance of the radio weapon is still paramount 
in the most militarily efficient country in the world. On 
June a7th, the German advance guard arrived at the Span- 
ish-French border. The firse German unit to reach the 
border consisted of twenty specialists of the radio-propa- 
ganda section travelling in radio-equipped trucks. They 
stated to correspondents thar they broadcast many times a 
day both from their trucks and from tadio stations taken 
over in their advance, 

Yes, mastery of the sea may be vital to England, mastery 
of the air may win the present war for Germany, but 
mastery of the minds and hearts of men must be gained 


today to wage war successfully, and chat mastery can 
only be attained in full by radio, 
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The actual recreation, entertainment, ard 
building qualities of radio are almost as importa 
propaganda and ae WA which are ir 
cases carried within the talks and shows broadcast. [f radio 
is a “weapon” then we can carry the comparison Larcher 
and call the entertainment the “propellant” by which ic 
teaches the ears of millions, ar propaganda the “dis- 
ruptive” that either explodes theories and ideals, and 
leaves a horrible débris a apprehension and confusion, of 
crystallizes the understanding and gives men the urge to 
fight on. 

The actual physical seizure of radio stations is our least 
important topic because it can only come at a stage in wat 
at which radio will already have done its worst. Only upon 
invasion ot revolution will the armed forces or the civil 
agencies of law and order be so helpless as to permit the 
seizure of radio stations by the enemy or by the fift! col- 
amn. Yet plans should nevertheless be formularcd to 
neutralize the effect of such a seizure in part of a nation 
just as plans are made for every other military eventuality 

In a visit to England just before the war, it was my very 
ee fortiine to discuss World War No. 2 with my 

riend, the lace Sir Basi! Thomson, who was head of Scot- 
land Yard for eleven years and head of the British secret 
service in World War No. 1. His last remark to me was, 

Remember that in the next war, radio will be the secret 
as well as the invisible weapon one always wonders about 
when a new war comes along.” I now know he was right, 


at least serve to prevent its 
roblems created by this new 


Oe srale- 
as the 








and I hope that this article may 


readers from underrating the p 
weapon. 








Se 





